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138 APPENDIX.

trine—one more certain to be turned to base pur-
poses by bad men—was never, I believe, upheld by
any christian moralist. In times of excitement, men
are too much blinded by passion ever to enter fairly
on a computation of civil grievance: and as for
danger—brave men of sanguine tempers are not
restrained by it, but on the contrary, are urged by
it into action. On Paley’s principles, civil obedience
cannot continue to be regarded as a duty: and if
civil order be retained at all, it can only be through
selfishness and fear on the one hand, and by cor-
ruption and brute force on the other. Such a state
of things can only lead to ruin and confusion, or the
establishment of a despotic executive.

An unbeliever may ground his duty of obedience
in expediency : but a Christian finds, in the word of
God, a ready answer to the question we started with.
Obedience to the civil government is a duty, because
the word of God solemnly and repeatedly enjoins it.
But does this doctrine lead us to the slavish maxims
of non-resistance and passive obedience ? Undoubt-
edly not. 'The Apostles of our religion gave us an
example and a rule for the resistance of a Christian.
They resisted not the powers of the world by bodily
force ; but by persuasion, by patient endurance, and
by heroic self-devotion: and the moral and civil
revolutions, which they and their followers effected,
were incomparably the most astonishing that are
recorded in the history of man.

Should it, however, be said, that ordinary men,
not having the powers given to the inspired
Apostles, must, on that account, adopt less exalted
maxims as their rules of life: we may state in gene-
ral terms (without loading this discussion with
extreme cases which lead to no practical good in
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