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APPENDIX. 139

moral speculation), that where the christian religion
prevails in its purity, it is impossible there should
ever exist an unmitigated despotism : and where the
power of the executive is limited (in however small
a degree) there will always be found within the con-
stitution some place where the encroachments of bad
and despotic men may be met by a moral and legal
resistance. Rebellion is proscribed by human law,
and is forbidden by the law of God. But a moral
opposition to the executive, conducted on constitu-
tional grounds, is proscribed by no law, either of
God or man: and if it be wisely and virtuously car-
ried on, it has in its own nature the elements of
Increasing strength, and must at length be irresistible.
If, however, during the progress of a state, the con-
stituted authorities be in open warfare with each
other; a good man may at length be compelled to
take a side, and reluctantly to draw his sword in de-
fence of the best inheritance of his country. Such
an appeal, to be just, must be made on principle; and
after all other honest means have been tried in vain.

Unfortunately, the opposition to the encroach-
ments of arbitrary power, has too often been com-
menced by selfish men for base purposes. Instead
of taking their stand in a moral and constitutional
resistance—instead of trying, by every human means,
to concentrate all the might of virtue and high prin-
ciple on their side, they have broken the laws of
their country, dipped their hands in blood, and need-
lessly brought ruin on themselves and their party.
The vices of the subject are not only the despot’s
plea, but the despot’s strength. Where the virtuous
elements of social order are wanting in the state,
whether men be willing slaves or not, they are unfit
for freedom.
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