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66 A TREATISE ON GEOLOGY. CHAP. 1v,

to the number of long joints, or fissures, observed in
that direction.

The following is the table of observations referred
to. ¥

GENERAL TABLE oF RESULTS FOR THE SECONDARY
Rocks oF YORKSHIRE.
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It appears that some remarkable differences of cha-
racters belong to the joints and fissures in rocks of
different chemical and mineral quality. In limestone
the joints are usually rectangled to the planes of strati-
fication, and frequently open and regular ; in gritstone
they are very irregular, but often widely open ; while
in argillaceous rocks they are usually much more nume-
rous, but far less open, and often oblique to the planes
of stratification. In conglomerate rocks there are few
regular joints, but the rude fissures are sometimes re-
markably large.

On considering the occurrence of joints with refer-
ence to the age of the rocks, it appears quite certain
that it is among the older rocks that joints are most
numerous and symmetrical. If we compare in this
respect the old argillaceous slate, to the shale of a coal
tract, and then with the clays of an oolitic district, or
make a similar comparison of the ancient primary

¥ Geology of Yorkshire, vol. ii. p. 97.
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