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29. MARINE AND FRESH-WATER SHELLS oF

THE TERTIAR STRATA. So numerous are the

shells of the tertiary epoch, already determined by

naturalists, that they exceed one-half of the known

living specès, amountg..o nearly three thousand.

We havebéady seer-It', that some of the strata are

almost fizeIy composed of these remains in a

broken and conpressed state: at NewIiven, in

Sussex, many seams in the argillaceous bed's wholly

consist of sbell-dust In other localities the shells

occur in the most re1 fect state; and Grignon, a

few leagues froP'Li1s, has longeen celebrated

for its beautiful fössils, hundredS of species of

shells peculiar to the older tertU Mrata having

been collected hr oie spot alone: these belong to

the Galca2re grossië, and many Qf thespecies occur

in the London MIampshire,bais, 'and Bognor

rocks I have se"ed a few specimeis, from those

in my possession, to convey an idea of usual

characters and appearane. 'ab. 38.)' I

tlhug In me oig the narne 4 se

shells, I do not expect that any but the 4fie
.1y

inqtnrer wilt ndeavour to fix them on tbe, nmory,

yet it is useful to point, out to you the characters

which prevail in the.e tertiary, beds; for, as I have.

already- stated, certain,fossi1 are peculiar-'tO certain

strata, and "tii'e jerlenced geologist 'Can often) at a

glance, determine the relative antiquity of a deposit,

by an exaniinatoii'of'a:few species of. shells,-, The

whole.----of forms must. be familiar, to 'you,
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