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tration: of ‘the structure of these bodies. It is
of -a : lenticular;- discoidal form, and varies in size
from-a mere point to aninch and a half in diameter.
The outer surface is generally smooth, and marked
with fine: undulating lines. On splitting the shell
transversely, it is found to .consist of several coils,
which: are divided into a great many cells or cham-
bers by -oblique partitions .(Tab. 40, fig. 1), appa-
rently-having mo communication with each other,
but which :the animal, probably, had the power of
filling with fluid, or air, through foramina or pores ;
whence the name of the order. ‘To Dr. George
Hall (physiiiian to the Sussex Haspital), I am in-
debted:: fﬂ&\the /specimens exhibiting this structule,
which’ I\ntﬁr ‘place before you (Tab. 40); they are
from the “limiestone formed of nummuhtes, held
together by calcareous cement, which constitutes
the foundation rock of the: Greaﬁ Pyramid of Egypt,
and of which that. structure is in part composed.
Strabo alludes to the nummuhtes of the pyramids,
under the supposxﬁﬁu thaﬁ t.hey are lentils which
had been scattered  abgut hy‘ the workmen, and
become converted into st‘one * This polished, sili-
cious pebble, presented me by the Marquess of
Northampton, is also from Egypt; the markings
on the surface’ are sections of the inclosed shells.
The nummulite is one of the most widely diffused
of fossil shells, its remains formin'g whole chains of
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