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cleared, we see orchards, gardens, 'and arable lands,

filled with the same fruit trees, the same grain and

vegetables, as in Europe, so bountifully has Nature

provided that the plants most useful to man should be

capable, like himself; of becoming cosmopolites.

Aug. 5.-Went by railway to deliver letters and pay

some visits at Nahant, situated on a promontory of

the coast, about ten miles N.E. of Boston, where I

examined the rocks of hornblende and syenite, trav

ersed by veins of greenstone and basalt which often

intersect each other. The surface of the rocks, wher

ever the incumbent gravel or drift has been recently
removed, is polished, furrowed, and striated, as in the

north of Europe, especially in Sweden, or in Switzer

land, near the great glaciers.

On the beach or bar of sand and shingle, which

unites the peninsula with the main land, I collected

many recent " shells, and was immediately struck with

the agreement of several of the most abundant species
with our ordinary British littoral shells. Among them

were Purpura lapillus, Turbo (Littorina) rudis,

Mytilus edulis, Modiola papuana, Mya arenaria,

besides others which were evidently geographical rep
resentatives of our common species; such as Nassa

trivittata, allied to our N reticulata, Turbo palliatus

Say, allied to, if not the same as, our common Turbo

neritoides, &c. I afterwards added largely to the list

of corresponding species and forms, and Dr. Gould of

Boston showed me his collection of the marine shells

of Massachusetts and the adjoining ocean, and gave
me a list of 70 out of 197 species which he regarded as

identical with shells from Europe. After comparing
these on my return, with. the aid of several able con-
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