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that before mentioned near New Haven, but has an op

posite or westward dip. On arriving at the Highlands,
the winding channel is closed in by steep hills of gneiss
on both sides, and the vessel often holds her course as if

bearing directly on the land. The stranger cannot guess
in which direction he is to penetrate the rocky gorge,
but he soon emerges again into a broad valley, the blue

Catskill mountains appearing in the distance. The

scenery deserves all the praise which has been lavished

upon it, and when the passage is made in nine hours it

is full of variety and contrast.

At Albany, a town finely situated on the Hudson,

and the capital of the State of New York, I found sev

eral geologists employed in the Government survey,
and busily engaged in forming a fine museum, to illus

trate the organic reniains and mineral products of the

country. This State is divided into about the same

number of counties as England, and is not very inferior

to it in extent of territory. The legislature four years

ago voted a considerable sum of money, more than

200,000 dollars, or 40,000 guineas, for exploring its Nat

ural History and mineral structure; and at the end of

the first two years several of the geological surveyors,
of whom four principal ones were appointed, reported,

among other results, their opinion, that no coal would

ever be discovered in their respective districts. This

announcement caused no small disappointment, espe

cially as the neighbouring state of Pennsylvania was

very rich in coal. Accordingly, during my. tour, I

heard frequent complaints that, not satisfied with their

inability to find coal themselves, the surveyors had de

cided that no one else would ever be able to detect any,

having had the presumption to pass a sentence of future
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