
CHAP. i.. ANCIENT OR SILURIAN FORMATIONS. 15

guide. Taking the railway to Schenectady, and along
the Mohawk valley, we first stopped at Little Falls,

where we examined the gneiss and the lowest Silurian

sandstone resting upon it. We then pursued our jour

ney along the line of the Erie Canal and the Mohawk

River, stopping here and there to examine quarries of

limestone, and making a short detour through the beau

tiful valley of Cedarville in Herkimer County, where

there is a fine section of the strata. Afterwards we ex

plored the picturesque ravine through which the Gene

see flows at Rochester, the river descending by a suc

cession of cataracts over the same rocks which are ex

posed farther westward on the Niagara. The excava

tions also made for the grand canal at Lockport afforded

us a fine opportunity of seeing these older fossiliferous

rocks laid open to view. At this point the barges laden

with merchandise climb up, by a series of locks placed
one above the other, to the table land in which Lake

Erie is situated. In the course of this short tour, I be

came convinced that we must turn to the New World

if we wish to see in perfection the oldest monuments of

the earth's history, so far at least as relates to its earli

est inhabitants. Certainly in no other country are

these ancient strata developed on a grander scale, or

more plentifully charged with fossils; and, as they are

nearly horizontal, the order of their relative position is

always clear and unequivocal. They exhibit, more

over, in their range from the Hudson River to the Ni

agara, some fine examples of the gradual manner in

which certain sets of strata thin oUt when followed for

hundreds of miles, while others previously wanting be

come intercalated in the series. Thus, for example,

some of the limestones which are several hundred feet
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