http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsSNA/README.htm

18 PROSPERITY OF THE PEOPLE. Crap. 1

every plant, bird, and insect; and the remarkable re
semblances of the rocks at so great a distance from
home are to him a source of wonder and instruction.
But there are other objects of intense interest, to en-
liven or excite the imagination of every traveller. Here,
instead of dwelling on the past, and on the signs of
pomp and grandeur which have vanished, the mind is
filled with images of coming power and splendour.
The vast stride made by one generation in a brief mo-
ment of time, naturally disposes us to magnify and ex-
aggerate the rapid rate of future improvement. The
contemplation of so much prosperity, such entire ab-
sence of want and poverty, so many school-houses and
churches, rising every where in the woods, and such a
general desire of education, with the consciousness that
a great continent lies beyond, which has still to be ap-
propriated, fills the traveller with cheering thoughts and
sanguine hopes. He may be reminded that there is
another side to the picture, that where the success has
been so brilliant and where large fortunes have been
hastily realised, there will be rash speculations and bit-
ter disappointments ; but these ideas do not force them-
selves into the reveries of the passing stranger. He
sees around him the solid fruits of victory, and forgets
that many a soldier in the foremost ranks has fallen in
the breach ; and cold indeed would be his temperament
if he did not sympathise with the freshness and hope-
fulness of a new country, and feel as men past the
prime of life are accustomed to feel when in company
with the young, who are full of health and buoyant
spirits, of faith and confidence in the future.

Aug. 24.—In the suburbs of Rochester, Mr. Hall
and T visited a spot where the remains of the great
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