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Mastodon had been dug up from a bed of white shell

marl. I found fragments of the fossil teeth and ivory of

one tusk, and ascertained that the accompanying shells

were of recent species of the genera Limnea, Plarwr

bis, Valvata, Cyclas, &c. We also examined the

narrow ridge composed of sand and gravel between

Rochester and Lake Ontario, which has been traced for

a hundred miles, running nearly parallel to the lake,

and from three to eight miles distant from it. It rises

from ten to twenty feet above the general level of the

surrounding plain of clay, and presents a steep slope to

the north and south, affording an excellent road, like

the sand-ridges or osars which I have seen in Sweden,

and which are doubtless of similar origin. Geologists

are all agreed that these and other similar ridges sur

rounding the great Canadian lakes, and occurring at

different heights above them, were once lines of beach

surrounding great bodies of water. Whether these con

sisted of lakes or seas,-how the water came to stand

at so many different levels, and whether some of the

ridges were not originally banks and bars of sand

formed under water, are points which I shall discuss in

the sequel.

While we were roaming along the shore of Lake On

tario, to compare the old ridge road with the modern

beach, we saw several tortoises of different species bask

ing in the sun on logs of drift wood in the shallow

ponds connected with the lake. We caught one of

these (Testudo picta), which has a gaily coloured

shell, and I afterwards carried it a day's journey in

the carriage, and then turned it out, to see whether, as

I was told, it would know its way back to Lake On

tario. I am bound to admit. that its instinct on this
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