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CHAP. II. FOSSIL MASTODON AT GENESEO. 45

When at the village of Geneseo, I learnt that ten
years before, the bones of a Mastodon had been ob-
tained from a bog in the neighbourhood, and I was de-
sirous of knowing whether any shells accompanied the
bones, and whether they were of recent species. Mr.
Hall and I therefore procured workmen, who were soon
joined by several amateurs of Geneseo, and a pit was dug
to the depth of about five feet from the surface. Here
we came down upon a bed of white shell-marl and
sand, in which lay portions of the skull, ivory tusk, and
vertebre, of the extinct quadruped. The shells proved
to be all of existing freshwater and land species now
common in this district. I had been told that the Mas-
todon’s teeth were taken out of muck, or the black su-
perficial peaty earth of this bog. I was therefore glad
to ascertain that it was really buried in the shell-marl
below the peat, and therefore agreed in situation with
the large fossil elks of Ireland, which, though often said
to occur in peat, are in fact met with in subjacent beds
of marl.

At the Falls of Le Roy, and at the Upper Falls of
the River Genesee at Portage, I had opportunities of
observing how both of these cascades have been cutting
their way backwards through the Silurian rocks, even
within the memory of the present settlers. They
have each hollowed out a deep ravine with perpendic-
ular sides, bearing the same proportion in volume to
the body of water flowing through them which the
great ravine of the Niagara does to that river.

Mr. Hall took leave of us at Geneseo, after which I
set out on a tour to examine the series of rocks between
the upper Silurian strata of the State of New York
and the Coal of Pennsylvania. With this view I took
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