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CHAP. 11 POLITENESS TO WOMEN. 57

cupy his own acres. He who has capital enough to
stock a farm can obtain land of his own so cheap as
naturally to prefer being his own landlord.

Sept. 27. 1841.—We embarked once more on the
Hudson, to sail from Albany to New York, with several
hundred passengers on board, and thought the scenery
more beautiful than ever. The steam-boat is a great
floating hotel, of which the captain is landlord. He
presides at meals, taking care that no gentlemen take
their places at table till all the ladies, or, as we should
say in Kngland, the women of every class, are first
seated. The men, by whom they are accompanied,
are then invited to join them, after which, at the sound
of a bell, the bachelors and married men travelling en
gargon pour into the saloon, in much the same style as
members of the House of Commons rush into the Up-
per House to hear a speech from the throne.

One of the first peculiarities that must strike a for-
eigner in the United States is the deference paid uni-
versally to the sex, without regard to station. 'Women
may travel alone here in stage-coaches, steam-boats,
and railways, with less risk of encountering disagreeable
behaviour, and of hearing coarse and unpleasant con-
versation, than in any country I have ever visited.
The contrast in this respect between the Americans
and the French is quite remarkable. There is a spirit
of true gallantry in all this, but the publicity of the
railway car, where all are in one long room, and of the
large ordinaries, whether on land or water, is a great
protection, the want of which has been felt by many a
female traveller without escort in England. As the
Americans address no conversation to strangers, we
soon became tolerably reconciled to living so much in
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