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joy such facilities of bettering their condition, and can

marry early, they will naturally renounce this bondage

as soon &s possible. That the few, or the opulent

class, especially those resident in country places, should

be put to great inconvenience by this circumstance, is

unavoidable, and we must therefore be on our guard,

when endeavouring to estimate the happiness of the

many, not to sympathise too much with this minority.

I am also aware that the blessing alluded to, and

many others which they enjoy, belong to a progressive,

as contrasted with a stationary, state of society;-that

they characterize the new colony, where there is

abundance of unoccupied land, and a ready outlet to

a redundant labouring class. They are not the results

of a democratic, as compared with a monarchical or

aristocratic constitution, nor the fruits of an absolute

equality of religious sects, still less of universal suffrage.

Nevertheless, we must not forget how easily all the ge

ographical advantages arising from climate, soil, fine

navigable livers, splendid harbours, and a wilderness

in the far West, might have been marred by other laws,

and other political institutions. Had Spain colonized

this region, how different would have been her careei

of civilisation! Had the puritan fathers landed on th

banks of the Plata, how many hundreds of large steam

ers would ere this have been plying the Paranà and

Uruguay,-how many railway-trains flying over the

Pampas,-how many large schools and universities

flourishing in Paraguay!

Sept. 28.-We next went by railway from New

York to Philadelphia through the state of New Jersey.

Large fields of maize, without the stumps of trees ris

ing above the corn, and villas with neat flower-gardens,


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


