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and which might therefore be expected to recur in dis-
tant parts of the globe.

At the same time we learn from the facts above
mentioned, that the marine fauna, whether vertebrate
or invertebrate, testaceous or zoophytic, was divided at
the remote epoch under consideration, as it is now, into
distinct geographical provinces, although the geologist
may everywhere recognise the cretaceous type, whe-
ther in Europe or America, and I might add, India.
This peculiar type exhibits the preponderating influ-
ence of a vast combination of circumstances, prevail-
ing at one period throughout the globe—circumstances
dependent on the state of the physical geography, cli-
mate, and the organic world in the period immediately
preceding, together with a variety of other conditions
too long to enumerate here. It would not be difficult
for a naturalist to point out the characters stamped on
the living Flora and Fauna, by which they also might
be distinguished as a whole from those of all former
geological epochs. 'The resemblance of the corals.
shells, and insects, of certain temperate regions of the
southern hemisphere (Van Dieman’s Land, for exam-
ple), to those of the temperate zone north of the equa-
tor, or the close analogy of the arctic and antarctic
fauna, the species in both_cases being quite different,
are ilustrations of the common type here alluded to,
which is evidently caused or controlled by some gen-
eral law, and by some mutual relation existing be-
tween the animate creation and the state of the habi-
table surface at any given period.

ANTHRACITE FORMATION OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Oct. 3.—Having already seen the carboniferous stra-
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