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and swept away several bridges, causing the loss of
many lives. I observed the trees on the right bank of
the Delaware at an elevation of about twenty-four feet
above the present surface of the river, with their bark
worn through by the sheets of ice which had been driv-
en against them. The canal was entirely filled up
with gravel and large stones to the level of the towing
path, twenty feet above the present level of the stream,
which appeared to me 1o be only explicable by suppo-
sing the stones to have been frozen into and carried by
the floating ice.

Oct. 11.—Reaching Trenton, the capital of New
Jersey, late in the evening, we found the town .in all
the bustle of a general election. A new governor and
representatives for the State legislature were to be
chosen. As parties are nearly balanced, and the suf-
frage universal, the good order maintained was highly
creditable. Processions, called “ parades,” were peram-
bulating the streets headed by bands of music, and car-
rying transparencies with lights in them, in which the
names of different counties, and mottoes, such as Union,
Liberty, and Equality, were conspicuously inscribed.
Occasionally a man called out with a stentorian voice,
“The ticket, the whole ticket, and nothing but the tick-
et,” which was followed by a loud English hurra,
while at intervals a single blow was struck on a great
drum, as if to imitate the firing of a gun. On their
tickets were printed the names of the governor, officers,
and members for whom the committee of each party
had determined to vote.

The next day on our return to Philadelphia, we
found that city also in the ferment of an election, bands
of music being placed in open carriages, each drawn
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