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themselves, and have no right to complain of the apa-
thy or indifference of the public.

To obtain the services of eminent men engaged
in original researches, for the delivery of systematic
courses of lectures, is impossible without the command
of much larger funds than are usually devoted to this
object. When it is stated that the fees at the Lowell
Institute at Boston are on a scale more than three
times higher than the remuneration awarded to the
best literary and scientific public lecturers in London, it
will at first be thought hopeless to endeavour to carry
similar plans into execution in other large cities, whe-
ther at home or in the United States. In reality, how-
ever, the sum bequeathed by the late Mr. John Lowell
for his foundation, though munificent, was by no
means enormous, not much exceeding 70,0007., which,
according to the usual fate awaiting donations for edu-
cational objects, would have been all swallowed up in
the erection of costly buildings, after which the learned
would be invited to share the scanty leavings of the
“ Committee of Taste,” and the merciless architect,
“reliquias Danaim atque immitis Achillei” But in
the present case, the testator provided in his will that
not a single dollar should be spent in brick and mortar,
in consequence of which proviso, a spacious room was
at once hired, and the intentions of the donor carried
immediately into effect, without a year’s delay.

If there be any who imagine that a donation might
be so splendid as to render an anti-building clause su-
perfluous, let them remember the history of the Girard
bequest in Philadelphia. Half a million sterling, with
the express desire of the testator that the expenditure
on architectural ornament should be moderate! Yet
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