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foundation of a rival college were expended in like

manner long before the academical body came into ex

istence. When the professor of chemistry at King's

College asked for his laboratory, he was told it had

been entirely forgotten in the plan, but that he might
take the kitchen on the floor below, and by ingenious

machinery carry up his apparatus for illustrating ex

periments, through a trap door into an upper story,
where his lecture room was placed.

Still these collegiate buildings, in support of which

the public came forward so liberally, were left, like the

Girard College, half finished; whereas, if the same

funds had been devoted to the securing of teachers of

high acquirements, station, character, and celebrity;
and if rooms of moderate dimensions had been at first

hired, while the classes of pupils remained small, a

generation would not have been lost, the new Institu

tions would have risen more rapidly to that high rank

which they are one day destined to attain, and testa

mentary bequests would have flowed in more copiously
for buildings well adapted to the known and ascertain

ed wants of the establishment. None would then

grudge the fluted column, the swelling dome, and the

stately portico; and literature and science would con

tinue to be the patrons of architecture, without being
its victims.

Prescott, in his admirable work on the Conquest of

Mexico, remarks, when discussing the extent of the

ancient Aztec civilisation, that the progress made by

the Mexicans in astronomy, and especially the fact of

their having a general board for public education and

the fine arts, proves more in favour of their advance

ment, than the noble architectural monuments which
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