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(Dec. 13.) the weather began to resemble that of an

English spring. In the suburbs of Baltimore, the lo

comotive engines being detached, our cars were drawn

by horses on a railway into the middle of the town.

Maryland was the first slave state we had visited; and

at Baltimore we were reminded for the first time of.the

poorer inhabitants of a large European city by the

mean dwellings and dress of some of the labouring

class, both coloured and white.

At Washington I was shown the newly-founded na

tional museum, in which the objects of natural history

and other treasures collected during the late voyage of

discovery to the Antarctic regions, the South Seas, and

California, are deposited. Such a national repository

would be invaluable at Philadelphia, New York, or

Boston, but here there is no university, no classes of

students in science or literature, no philosophical socie

ties, no people who seem to have any leisure. The

members of Congress rarely have town residences in

this place, but, leaving their families in large cities,

where they may enjoy more refined society, they live

here in boarding-houses until their political duties and

the session are over. If the most eminent legislators

and statesmen, the lawyers of the supreme courts, and

the foreign ambassadors, had all been assembled here

for a great part of the year with their families, in a

wealthy and flourishing metropolis, the social and po

litical results of a great centre of influence and author

ity could not have failed to be most beneficial. Cir

cumstances purely accidental, and not the intentional

jealousy of the democracy, have checked the growth of

the capital, and deprived it of the constitutional ascen

dency which it might otherwise have exerted. Con-
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