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gress. first assembled in Philadelphia, where the decla

ration of independence was signed; but after the close

of the revolutionary war in June, 1783, a party of the

disbanded army marched to that city to demand their

arrears of pay, and surrounded the building in which

the representatives of the people were sitting, with fixed

bayonets for about three hours. This alarm caused

them to adjourn and meet at Princeton, New Jersey,

and afterwards to seek some permanent seat of gov
ernment. But for this untoward event, Philadelphia

might have remained the federal metropolis, and in

that case would certainly have lifted up her head above

other cities in the New World




-

"Quanttim lenta solent inter viburna cuprei."

General Washington is said to have selected the

present site of the capital as the most central spot on

the Atlantic border, being midway between Maine and

Florida, and being also at the head of the navigation
of a great river. He had observed that all the other

principal cities eastward of the Alleghany mountains

had sprung up on similar sites; but unfortunately the

estuary of the Potomac is so long and winding, that to

ascend from its mouth to Washington is said often to

take a vessel as long as to cross from Liverpool to the

mouth of the river. Had Annapolis, which is only

thirty miles distant, been chosen as the capital, it is be

lieved that it would, ere this, have contained 100,000

inhabitants.

We were present at an animated debate in the

House. of Representatives, on the proposed protective
tariff, and a discussion in the senate on "Ways and

Means," both carried on with great order and decorum.

After being presented to the President, and visiting
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