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At Charleston I made acquaintance with several

persons zealously engaged in the study of natural his

tory, and then went by an excellent railway 136 miles

through the endless pine woods to Augusta, in Georgia.

This journey, which would formerly have taken a

week, was accomplished between sunrise and sunset;

and, as we scarcely saw by the way any town or vil

lage, or even a clearing, nor any human habitation ex

cept the station houses, the spirit of enterprise displayed

in such public works filled me with astonishment which

increased the farther I went South. Starting from the

sea-side, and imagining that we had been on a level the

whole way, we were surprised to find in the evening,

on reaching the village of Aikin, sixteen miles from

Augusta, that we were on a height several hundred

feet above the sea, and that we had to descend a steep

inclined plane to the valley of the Savannah river.

The strata cut through here in making the railway
consist of vermilion-coloured earth and clay, and white

quartzose sand, with masses of pure white kaolin in

termixed. These strata belong to the older or Eocene

tertiary formation, which joins the clay-slate and gra

iiitic region a few miles above Augusta, where I visited

the rapids of the Savannah.

I had been warned by my scientific friends in the

North, that the hospitality of the planters might greatly

interfere with my schemes of geologizing in the South

ern states. In the letters, therefore, of introduction fur

nished to me at Washington, it was particularly re

quested that information respecting my objects, and fa

cilities of moving speedily from place to place, should

be given me, instead of dinners and society. These

injunctions were every where kindly and politely corn-
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