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who reproached him in a friendly manner for not hay-
ing come to his house the night before, and brought us
with him. The social equality which prevails here
arises not so much from the spirit of a republican gov-
ernment, as from the fact of the whites constituting an
aristocracy for whom the negroes work. Had we
availed ourselves of letters of introduction freely offered
to us, we might have passed from the house of one hos-
pitable planter to another, and heard as little of reckon-
ings at inns as Don Quixote expected, after his study
of the histories of knights errant.

Jan. 10. 1842.—On the tenth day after leaving Au-
gusta, we arrived at Savannah, from which town I im-
mediately set out on an excursion through a flat,
swampy country, resembling a large delta, to Beauly
and the Vernon river, about fifteen miles to the south-
east. I went by Heyner’s Bridge, on the White Bluff
creek, to see a spot about twelve miles from Savannah,
where I had learnt from Dr. Habersham that bones of
the mastodon and other extinct mammalia had been
discovered. 'The bed of clay, about six feet thick, con-
taining them, can only be seen at low water, and I de-
scended to it in a boat when the tide was out ; and by
the aid of the negroes, obtained the grinder of the
common American mastodon. The stratum enclosing
these and other bones rests immediately on sand con-
taining marine shells of living species, and is covered
by the mud of a freshwater swamp, in which trees
grow, and when thrown down by the winds, become
occasionally imbedded. One of the teeth given to me
from this place by Dr. Habersham was ascertained, by
Mr. Owen, to be referable to his new genus, Mylodon.
Mr. Hamilton Couper afterwards sent me from a similar
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