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geological position, farther south in Georgia, near the

mouth of the Altamaha, the tooth of a megatherium.
It is evident, from his observations and my own, that at

a comparatively recent period since the Atlantic was

inhabited by the existing species of marine testacea,

there was an upheaval and, laying dry of 'the bed of

the ocean in this region. The new land supported
forests in which the megatherium, mylodon, mastodon,

elephant, a species of horse different from the common

one, and other quadrupeds, lived, and were occasion

ally buried in the swamps. There have also been sub.

sidences on the coast, and perhaps, far inland; for in

many places near the sea there are signs of the forest

having become submerged, the remains of erect trees

being seen enveloped in stratified mud and sand: I

even suspect that this coast is now sinking down, at a

slow and insensible rate, for the sea is encroaching and

gaining at many points on the freshwater marshes.

Thus at Beauly I found upright stumps of trees of the

pine, cedar, and ilex covered with live oysters and bar

nacles, and exposed at low tide; the deposit in which

they were buried having been recently washed away
from around them by the waves. I also observed, that

the fiat country of marshes was bounded on its western

or inland side by a steep bank or ancient cliff cut in the

sandy tertiary strata, and there are other inland cliffs of

the same kind at different heights implying the suc

cessive elevation above the sea of the whole tertiary

region.
Not only in South Carolina and Georgia, but also in

the low region of North Carolina, as, for example, fif

teen miles below Newbern, the remains of extinct

quadrupeds have been met with. The tooth of a
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