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134 PASSPORTS REQUIRED FOR SLAVES. Ciap. v,

them by thousands. On my way through the woods
in this low region near Savannah, I saw some fine
magnolias ninety feet high, palmettos six feet high in
tufts, and oaks hung with white pendant wreaths,
sometimes ten feet long, of the wiry parasitic Tillandsia
usnzoides. This climber, which also festoons the
woods in South America, much resembles the lichen
called in England “ old man’s beard,” but is a pheno-
gamous plant.

In order to see the bed of clay containing the bones
of the mastodon at Heyner's Bridge, it was necessary
for me to be on the ground by daybreak at low tide.
With this view, I left Savannah in the middle of the
night. 'The owner of the property kindly lent me his
black servant as a guide, and I found him provided
with a passport, without which no slave can go out af-
ter dusk. The exact streets through which he was to
pass in his way to me were prescribed, and had he
strayed from this route he might have been committed
to the guard-house. These and other precautionary
regulations, equally irksome to the slaves and their mas-
ters, are said to have become necessary after an insur-
rection brought on by abolitionist missionaries, who are
spoken of here in precisely the same tone as incendi-
aries, or beasts of prey whom it would be meritorious to
shoot or hang. In this savage and determined spirit 1
heard some planters speak who were mild in their man-
ners, and evidently indulgent to their slaves. Nearly
_ half the entire population of this state are of the
coloured race, who are said to be as excitable as they
are ignorant. Many proprietors live with their wives
and children quite isolated in the midst of the slaves, s0
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