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river, then to Cave Hall, examining the tertiary white
marl and limestone, and collecting the shells and corals
contained in it. Lime-sinks, or funnel-shaped cavities,
are frequent in this country, arising from natural tun-
nels and cavities in the subjacent limestone, through
some of which subterranean rivers flow. An account
was given me of a new hollow which opened about fif-
teen years ago, about two miles south of the Santee
river, into which a mule drawing a plough sank sud-
denly. About a hundred yards from the same spot, I
saw a large cavern sixty feet high at its entrance in the
white limestone, from the mouth of which flowed a
small stream. The undermining effect of such rivers
explains the linear arrangement so common in lime-
sinks in South Carolina and Georgia. The walls of
such “sinks” are vertical, and the strata exposed to
view consist usually of clay and sand, which rest upon
the limestone.

From Cave Hall we went in a north-westerly direc-
tion to Stoudenmire Creek, a tributary of the Santee,
where the siliceous burr-stone and brick-red loam ap-
pear. above the white limestone. In the course of this
examination, I satisfied myself that the limestone and
white marl, a formation which must sometimes amount
to 120 feet in thickness, in the low region of Cooper
river and the Santee canal, are a continuation of the
same Eocene deposit which I had seen at Shell Bluff,
at Jacksonboro’, and other places on the Savannah riv-
er, and which I afterwards observed at Wilmington,
in North Carolina. I found many species in all these
places, common to those of Claiborne, in Alabama,
where the largest number (more than 200) of Eocene
shells in a good state of preservation have been met
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