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sand may, in the course of ages, gradually carry away

the carbon.

As there were no inns in that part of South Carolina

through which we passed in this short tour, and as we

were every where received hospitably by the planters, I

had many opportunities of seeing their mode of life, and

the condition of the domestic and farm slaves. In some

rich houses maize, or Indian corn, and rice were entirely

substituted for wheaten bread. The usual style of liv,

ing is that of English country gentlemen. They have

well-appointed carriages and horses, and well-trained

black servants. The conversation of the gentlemen

turned chiefly on agricultural subjects, shooting, and

horse-racing. Several of the mansions were surrounded

with deer-parks.

Arriving often at a late hour at our quarters in the

evening, we heard the negroes singing loudly and joy

ously in chorus after their day's work was over. On

one estate, about forty black children were brought up

daily before the windows of the planter's house, and fed

in sight of the family, otherwise, we were told, the old

women who have charge of them might, in the absence

of the parents, appropriate part of their allowance to

themselves. All the slaves have some animal food

daily. When they are ill, they sometimes refuse to

take medicine, except from the hands of the master or

mistress; and it is of all tasks the most delicate for the

owners to decide when they are really sick, and when

only shamming from indolence.

After the accounts I had read of the sufferings of

slaves, I was agreeably surprised to find them, in gener
al, so remarkably cheerful and light-hearted. It is true

that I saw no gangs working under overseers on sugar-
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