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Plantations, but out of two millions and a half of slaves

in the United States, the larger proportion are engaged

in such farming occupations and domestic services as I

witnessed in Georgia and South Carolina. I was often

for days together with negroes who served me as guides,

and found them as talkative and chatty as children,

usually boasting of their master's wealth, and their own

peculiar merits. At an inn in Virginia, a female slave

asked us to guess for how many dollars a year she was

let out by her owner. We named a small sum, but

she told us exultingly, that we were much under the

mark, for the landlord paid fifty dollars, or ten guifleas a

year for her hire. A good-humoured butler, at another

inn in the same state, took care to tell we that his

owner got 301. a year for him. The coloured steward

ess of a steam-vessel was at great pains to tell us her

value, and how she came by the name of queen Vic

toria. When we recollect that the dollars are not their

own, we can hardly refrain from smiling at the childlike

simplicity with which they express their satisfaction at

the high price set on them. That price, however, is a

fair test of their intelligence and moral worth, of which

they have just reason to feel proud, and their pride is at

least free from all sordid and mercenary considerations.

We might even say that they labour with higher mo

tives than the whites-a disinterested love of doing

their duty. I am aware that we may reflect and phi

losophise on this peculiar and amusing form of vanity,

until we perceive in it the evidence of extreme social

degradation; but the first impression which it made

upon my mind was very consolatory, as I found it

impossible to feel a painful degree of commiseration for

persons so exceedingly well satisfied with themselves.
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