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CHAPTER X.

Wilmington, N. C.--Mount Vernon.-Return to Philadelphia,

Reception of Mr. Dickens.-Museum and Fossil human

Bones.-Penitentiary.-Churches.-ReligiousExcitement.--Coloured Peo-

ple of Fortune.-O8tacle8 to their obtaining Political and Social

Equality.-No natural Antipathy between the Races.- Negro
Reservations.

Jam. 22.-I NOW turned my course northwards, and,

after a short voyage in a steamer from Charleston,

landed at Wilmington, in North Carolina. Here I col

lected fossils from tertiary formations of two ages, the

Miocene mans, and an underlying Eocene limestone,

harder than that of Shell Bluff and the Santee canal

before mentioned; but containing many of the same

shells, corals, and teeth of fishes. I then went by rail

way to South Washington, visiting several farms on

the banks of the north-east branch of Cape Fear river.

Here I found cretaceous green mans, similar to those

which I had seen 350 miles to the N. E. in New Jersey,

with belemnites and other characteristic organic re

mains, some of species not previously known.

On several of the small plantations here I found the

proprietors by no means in a thriving state, evidently

losing ground from year to year, and some of them

talking of abandoning the exhausted soil, and migra

ting with their slaves to the south-western States. If,

while large numbers of the negroes were thus carried

to the South, slavery had been abolished in North Car

olina, the black population might ere this have been


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


