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Washington. Instead of exhibiting, like the farms in

the northern States, a lively picture of progress and

improvement, this property was described to me by all

as worn out, and of less value now than in the days of

its illustrious owner. The bears and wolves, they say,

are actually re-entering their ancient haunts, which

would scarcely have happened if slavery had been

abolished in Virginia.

The air was balmy on the Potomac the last day of

January, and the winter had been so mild in the south

ern States, that we were surprised, on recrossing the

Susquehanna at Havre de Giâce in Maryland, to see

large masses of floating ice brought down from the

Appalachian hills, and to feel the air sensibly cooled

while we were ferried over the broad river. It struck

me as a curious coincidence, and one not entirely acci

dental, that, precisely in this part of our journey, I once

more saw the low grounds covered with huge boulders,

reminding me how vast a territory in the South I had

passed over without encountering a single erratic block.

These far transported fragments of rock are decidedly

a northern phenomenon, or belong to the colder lati

tudes of the globe, being rare and exceptional in

warmer regions.

Philadelphia, Feb. 1.-The newspapers are filled

with accounts of the enthusiastic reception which Mr.

Charles Dickens is meeting with every where. Such

homage has never been paid to any foreigner since

Lafayette visited the States. The honours may ap

pear extravagant, but it is in the nature of popular
enthusiasm to run into excess. I find that several of

my American friends are less disposed than I am to

ympathise with the movement, regarding it as more
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