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been pleased with his reception, said he had been often

invited out to dinner, but no one during his whole stay

had offered him a seat in their pew in church. At

Philadelphia, besides other kinds of hospitality, we had

certainly no reason to complain of any want of atten

tion in this respect, for we had pressing invitations to

private pews in no less than six different Episcopal

churches soon after our arrival, of which we availed

ourselves on as many successive Sundays, and were

struck with the handsome style of the buildings, and

the comfortable fitting up of the pews. In regard to

the preaching in these and in most of the Episcopalian,

Presbyterian, Baptist, and Unitarian churches which I

entered in the United States, I thought it good, and

there seemed to me to be two great advantages at least

in the voluntary principle: first, that the ministers are

in no danger of going to sleep; and, secondly, that they

concern themselves much less with politics than is the

case with us. To be without a body of dissenters, dis

satisfied with their exclusion from ecclesiastical endow

ments is a national blessing, which not only every

statesman, but every churchman, will admit. I am by
no means prepared to say whether there may not be a

balance of evil in the voluntary system sufficient to

outweigh the gain alluded to. While here, I heard

complaints of the religious excitement into which the

city had been just thrown by the arrival of a popular
New England preacher, who attracted such crowds that

at length all the sittings of his church were monopo
lized by the fair sex. American gallantry forbids that

a woman should remain standing while gentlemen are

comfortably seated in their pews, so that at last the men

were totally excluded. Notice was immediately given
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