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that certain services were to be entirely reserved for the
men, an announcement well calculated to provoke cu-
riosity, and to tempt many a stray sheep from other
folds. It was then thought expedient for the ministers
of rival sects to redouble their zeal, that they might not
be left behind in the race, and even the sober Episco-
palians, though highly disapproving of the movement,
increased the number of their services; so that I was
assured it would be possible for the same individual
between the hours of seven o’clock in the morning and
nine in the evening, to go seven times to church in one
day. The consequences are too like those occasionally
experienced in the “old country,” where enthusiasm is
not kindled by so much free competition, to be worth
dwelling upon. Every day added new recruits to a
host of ascetic devolees, and places of public amusement
were nearly deserted ; at last even the innocent indul-
gence of social intercourse was not deemed blameless :
and the men who had generally escaped the contagion
in the midst of their professional avocations, found a
gloom cast over society or over their domestic circle.
The young ladies,in particular, having abundance of
leisure, were filled with a lively sense of their own ex-
ceeding wickedness, and the sins of their parents and
guardians.

Many of the most respectable Quaker families have
recently joined the Episcopal church, which is very
flourishing here, not only in this city, but in the United
States generally, having quadrupled its numbers in a
period during which the population of the Union has
only doubled. It is true that immediately after the
revolutionary war, when this form of worship was iden-
tified with royalist opinions, and when not a few of its
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