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further inquiry, that, after giving an excellent educa

tion to his children, he had been made unhappy, by

finding they must continue, in spite of all their ad

vantages, to belong to an inferior caste. It appeared

that, not long before his death, he had been especially

mortified, because two of his sons had been refused a

hearing at a public meeting, where they wished to

speak on some subject connected with trade which

concerned them.

In many states, the free blacks have votes, and exert

their privileges at elections, yet there is not an in

stance of a single man of colour, although eligible by

law, having been chosen a member of any state legis
lature. The schools for the coloured population at

Boston are well managed, and the black children are

said. to show as much quickness in learning as the

whites. To what extent their faculties might be de

veloped as adults we have as yet no means of judg

ing; for if their first efforts are coldly received, or

treated with worse than indifference, as in the case of

the young Philadelphians before alluded to, it is im

possible that the higher kinds of excellence can be

reached in literature, the learned professions, or in a

political career. If any individual be gifted with finer

genius than the rest, his mind will be the more sensi

tive to discouragement, especially when it proceeds
from a race whose real superiority over his coloured

fellow-citizens, in their present condition, he of all

others would be the first to appreciate. It is after

many trials attended with success, and followed by

willing praise and applause, that self-confidence and

intellectual power are slowly acquired; and no well

educated black has ever yet. had an opportunity of
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