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ripening or displaying superior talents in this or any

other civilised country. Canada and Ireland teach us

how much time and bow many generations are re

quired for the blending together, on terms of perfect

equality, both social and political, of two nations, the

conquerors and the conquered, even where both are

of the same race, and decidedly equal in their natural

capacities, though differing in religion, manners, and

language. But when, in the same community, we

have two races so distinct in their physical peculiari

ties as to cause many naturalists, who have no desire

to disparage the negro, to doubt whether both are of

the same species, and started originally from the same

stock; when one of these, found in Africa in a savage

and unprogressive state, has been degraded, by those

who first colonized North America, to the lowest place

in the social scale-to expect, under such a combina

tion of depressing circumstances, that, in half a cen

tury, and in a country where more than six-sevenths

of the race are still held in bondage, the newly-eman

cipated citizens should, under any form of government,
attain at once a position of real equality, is a dream

of the visionary philanthropist, whose impracticable

schemes are more likely to injure than to forward a

great cause.

In the West Indies, where circumstances are far

more favourable to a fair experiment, we have found

how much easier it is to put an end to slavery than

to elevate the blacks to an equal standing with the

whites in society, and in the management of public
affairs. They are however advancing slowly; and,

although we hear complaints of commercial losses,

consequent on emancipation, and of exports of sugar
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