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wealth, station, and race should be forgotten, it is the

temple where the Christian precept is inculcated that

all men are equal before God. On one occasion in

New England, when we were attending the admin

istration. of the sacrament in an Episcopal church, we

saw all the white communicants first come forward,

and again retire to their pews, before any of the col

oured people advanced, most of whom were as well

dressed as ourselves, and some only a shade darker in

complexion. In another Episcopal church in New

York, the order and sanctity of the service was, for a

moment, in danger of being disturbed because some of

the whites had been accidentally omitted, so that they

came to the altar after the coloured communicants.

After a slight confusion, however, our feelings were re

lieved by the officiating minister proceeding and show

ing his resolution not to allow any interruption from

this accident. I had no opportunity of witnessing th4

good example said to be set by the Roman Catholi'

clergy in prohibiting all invidious distinctions in thei'

churches; but we know in Europe how much more

the poor and the rich are mingled together indifferently

in the performance of their devotions in Romanist

churches than in most of the Anglo-protestant con

gregations.
The extent to which the Americans carry their re

pugnance to all association with the coloured race on

equal terms remained to the last an enigma to me.

They feel, for example, an insurmountable objection
to sit down to the same table with a well-dressed, well

informed, and well-educated man of colour, while the

same persons would freely welcome one of their own

race of meaner capacity and ruder manners to boon
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