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identifying themselves with the acts of their govern

ment, which can alone give to the electors under a rep

resentative system a due sense. of responsibility. Some

of them talked of their public works as of commercial

projects which had failed; and when I remarked that,

unlike the English, whose debts were incurred by car

rying on wars, they were at least reaping some advan

tage from their expenditure, they assured me I was

mistaken-that such cheap and rapid means of locomo

tion were positively injurious, by facilitating migrations
to the West, and preventing a country with a "sparse"

population from filling up. For this reason, their lands

had not risen in value as they ought to have done.

They protested that they had always been opposed to

railways and canals; and that for every useful line

adopted, there was sure to be another unnecessary

canal or railway made, in consequence of "log-roffing"

in their legislature. The representatives, they say, of

each section of the country, would only consent to vote

money, if they could obtain a promise that an equal
sum should be laid out in their own district, and to this

end some new and uncalled-for scheme had to be in

vented. This kind of jobbing they compare to log

rolling in the back settlements, where the thinly-scat

tered inhabitants assemble and run up a log-cabin in a

single day for the new-corner, receiving, in their turn,

some corresponding service, whenever the union of

numbers is required.
From all I could learn, I felt inclined to believe, that

as soon as these Germans were convinced that they

really owed the money they would pay it. There are,

however, a multitude of European immigrants who

have recently been admitted to take part in the elec-
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