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horizontal strata of red sandstone, while the summit is

capped with a picturesque mass of basaltic greenstone.
This hill has been isolated by denudation, and from its

summit we enjoyed a fine view of the fertile plain of

the winding Connecticut. On its flanks we gathered
the blue Hepatica triloba, the Houstonia cerulea, a

white saxifrage, the May flower, Epiga repens, and

several plants, which have been recently naturalised in

British gardens.

Immediately after my arrival at Boston I set out.

(April 19th) to explore the island of Martha's Vineyard,
off the south coast of Massachusetts. Travellers who

made this excursion a few years ago complain of being

jolted in a coach over deep ruts and huge stones: now,

an excellent railway carried me rapidly to New Bed

ford on the coast; where a steam-boat was in readiness,

so that, having started long after sunrise, I was landed
CC the Vineyard," eighty miles distant from Boston,

in time to traverse half the island, which is about 20

miles long from east to west, before sunset. Late in

the evening I reached the lofty cliffs of Gayhead, more

than 200 feet high, at the western end of the island,

where the highly-inclined tertiary strata are gaily
coloured, some consisting of bright red clays, others of

white, yellow, and green sand, and some of black lig
nite. They have been compared, not unaptly, by
Professor Hitchcock, to the tertiary beds of Alum Bay
in the Isle of Wight, which they resemble in appear
ance, though not in age. I collected many fossils

here, assisted by some resident Indians, who are very

intelligent. The section is continuous for four fifths

of a mile, the beds dipping to the N. E. at an angle of

from 35° to 50°, and in some places to 70°. Their
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