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folded beds (c) consists of an osseous conglomerate, in

which I found several rolled cetaceous remains; and

I purchased from a fisherman residing near the pro

montory a fossil skull, which he told me had fallen

out of this conglomerate upon the beach below. It

retained but a small portion of the original animal

matter, was slightly rolled, and Mr. Owen recognised
it as the cranium of a Walrus, or Morse, nearly allied

to the existing species (Trichecus Rosmarus, Linn.).
On comparison, it was observed to differ from it, in

having six molar teeth, instead of four, on each side

of the upper jaw. There are eleven specimens of the

recent species in the College of Surgeons, in all of

which there are no more than four grinders on each

side. The tusk, also, of the Gayhead fossil has a

rounder form than that of the recent Morse. (See

plate V.)

Near Chilmark, on the S.W. side of the island, I

found the same beds as at Gayh.ead, in a still more

disturbed state. Upon the whole, the organic remains,

especially the sharks' teeth, lead me decidedly to the

opinion that the strata belong to a part of the tertiary
series newer than the Eocene, to which they were

formerly referred. They must be at least as modern

as the Miocene mans of Virginia and Maryland, before

described (p. 134). Several of the sharks' teeth are

specifically identical with the fossils of those mans, and

of the Faluns of Touraine and the Suffolk crag; and

there are no greensands either of the Eocene or cre

taceous periods in Martha's Vineyard, as some have

conjectured. These conclusions, in regard to the mod

ern date of this formation, are interesting, because, but

for this small island, we should have had no evidence
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