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of the development of a great series of subterranean

movements in this part of the American continent.

The disturbances in question occurred between the

Miocene epoch and the Boulder period; and we know

not how far their influence may have extended over

the hypogene rocks of New England.

The tertiary clays and sands of Martha's Vineyard

are for the most part deeply buried beneath a mass of

drift (d, Fig. 6.), in which lie huge erratic blocks of

granite, often from twenty to thirty feet in diameter,

which must have come from the. North, probably from

the mountains of New Hampshire. This covering of

granitic detritus imparts to the soil a sterile character

totally different from that which would naturally be

long to the tertiary clays and mans.

I alluded to some Indians settled near Gayhead, a

remnant of the aborigines, who have been protected

by the Government of Massachusetts, all sales of land

by them to the whites being null and void by law.

They make excellent sailors in the whale-fishery of

the South Seas, a source of great wealth to the inhab

itants of "the Vineyard," and of New Bedford on the

main land. That occupation, with all its privations
and dangers, seems admirably suited to the bodily con

stitution and hereditary instinct of a hunter tribe, to

whom steady and continuous labour is irksome and

injurious.
The history of the extermination of the aboriginal

Indians of New England is a melancholy tale, especial

ly after so many successful exertions had been made

to educate and christianize them. When at Harvard

College, a copy of the Bible was shown me by Mr.

Jared Sparks, translated by the missionary 'Father


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


