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ogy; and, for the same reason, to prevent the establish

ment of rival parochial schools, for the existing parish
schools are often at present inadequately supported. It

is deplorable enough to be compelled to admit the ne

cessity of any new academical establishment, when we

reflect that there is absolutely no difference of doctrine

between the new rival churches in Scotland; and that

the points of dissent have been deemed for a century
and a half of such subordinate importance, as not to

afford justifiable grounds for an open breach. In the

Irish College at Belfast, endowed by government, a

professor of Greek of acknowledged ability, nominated

originally by the crown, with the approbation of the

Presbyterians, has suddenly been deprived of the greater

part of his class in consequence of the "free church"

movement, although no blame is imputed to him on

the score of a proselytising spirit, or of a wish to incul

cate his own religious views. In the midst of these

and other discouraging circumstances, it is satisfactory
to observe, that three out of the five Scotch universities

have recently declared to Parliament their desire that

the religious tests which now shackle them and impair
their efficacy may be removed.

In no subject do the Americans display more earnest

ness than in their desire to improve their system of

education, both elementary and academical. They
have sent missionaries to Europe, who have published
elaborate reports on the methods of teaching now em

ployed in Britain, Germany, Holland, and France, and

they seem ready to adopt whatever appears worthy of

imitation in these different models. The great diffi

culty under which they labour, and one inevitable in a

new country, and common to them and the British


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


