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might obtain accommodation, and sometimes board,

free of expense. Those who were not on such foun

dations were required, whether graduates or under

graduates, to belong to some Hall, or Inn, the head of

which was usually elected by the scholars, and ap

proved of by the chancellor of the university, or his

deputy. As a large part of the students were boys,

corresponding in age to those now educated at our

public schools, they were placed under the special

guardianship of some tutor, who was expected to look

to their orderly behaviour, their religious exercises, and

even, as appears by the old statutes, to "see that they

conformed to academical rules in regard to matters of

external appearance, such as their clothes, boots, and

hair." It was the duty of the head of each house to

see that the tutors were fit for their office, and to take

care that the pupils attended the lectures of the public
readers, or Masters of Arts, who gave lectures in the

Schools.

On the Continent, the houses founded for the sup

port of indigent teachers and scholars were entirely

subjected to the authorities of their respective univer

sities; but in England several of the colleges were

governed by private statutes, over which the university
exercised no control. Hence they had often interests

apart from those of the university and of the public;
but for centuries they were few in number, there being

only three colleges in Oxford in the fourteenth century;
whereas there were three hundred halls, or licensed

boarding-houses, each sustained by the private contri

butions of students. At length the Reformation worked

suddenly a complete revolution in the relative position
of the collegiate corporations and the academical body
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