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utes, by enforcing the delivery of lectures, the efficiency

of which they allowed other parts of their system en

tirely to defeat. Their conduct reminds us of the orders

issued by Charles the Fifth to offer up prayers through

out Spain for the deliverance of the Pope, while he

suffered his army to retain him prisoner in the Castle

of St. Angelo.

It must not be inferred, however, from the preceding

observations, that I assume that the majority of the

members of Convocation are not men of high principle,

and animated with a conscientious desire of discharg

ing faithfully their public duties. They and their pre

decessors probably did not at any moment deliberately

plan or avow to themselves the line of policy which

they have followed out so systematically, and with so

much unity of purpose. The judgment of each gen

eration has been constantly biassed by the same dis

turbing causes (the collegiate and clerical interests),

which, like a current steadily setting one way, has in

sensibly carried the whole academical body out of its

true course. In conformity to these interests, the origi

nal constitution has been gradually modified, and the

system, when changed, has formed the minds of the

succeeding generation, preparing it for new innovations,

all conceived in the same spirit. If any single individ

ual can be charged with a deliberate purpose of alter

ing, essentially, the ancient constitution of the univer

sity, it is probably Archbishop Laud.

The year 1839 was memorable in Europe for another

event, tending to prove how unpropitious to the cultiva

tion of the physical sciences is the ecclesiastical spirit,
whenever it obtains an undue power of interference

with academical institutions. In the year alluded to,
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