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the first "congress" of scientific men took place in Italy.

It assembled at Pisa, under the auspices of the enlight

ened-prince who now reigns in Tuscany. The Pope

interdicted all the professors of his colleges of Rome and

Bologna, many of whom were prepared to co-operate

warmly with the new association, from attending it.

The papal prohibition was continued at the subsequent

meetings at Turin, Florence, Milan, and elsewhere.

Nevertheless, the congress flourished, and, in spite of

the Pontiff's opposition, drew together many of the

most distinguished men from all parts of Europe,

and of Italy, beyond the confines of the States

of the Church. It has also given to the world five

costly volumes of valuable scientific memoirs, which,

but for such patronage, might have remained unpub
lished to this day.

Doubtless the vote of the Oxford Convocation in

1839 was influenced by various motives; among others,

a conscientious contempt for that sham professorial

system which the graduates had so long contrasted with

a reality, in the form of compulsory tutorial lectures

and examinations, leading to degrees, and often follow

ed by fellowships, livings, prebendal stalls, and bishop
rics. In addition " to these causes, it has been very

generally understood that many, both of the college and

private tutors, were opposed to the cultivation ofthe phys
ical sciences on principle, on account of their alleged irre

ligious tendency. No one who reads some of the arti

cles written by men who were fellows or tutors at

Oxford, in the British Critic, against the "British Asso

ciation for the Promotion of Science," can wonder that

such reports were credited, or that they provoked, from

a prelate educated at. Oxford, the remark that "men
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