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236 OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHAP. xm1.

who entertain such fears seem to forget that the book
of Nature and the book of Revelation were both written

by the same Author.”
Men are prone to undervalue those branches of

knowledge which are foreign to their own pursuits;
and if physicians, or lawyers, or civil engineers, had
usurped as decided an ascendency in the legislation of
a university, as the clerical graduates have now acqui-
red at Oxford, complaints as loud and well founded
might have been heard, that a due share of attention
was not bestowed on studies connected with theology.
In this spirit, therefore, it was attempted to mix up re-
ligious instruction with the teaching of other subjects.
By some tutors it was held desirable that all ethics,
metaphysics, and philosophy should be ¢ christianiz
The practice of taking up for the examinations for
honours such works as Butler's Analogy and Sermons
had been encouraged after the year 1830, when a
statute had passed “that the philosophy of the ancients
might be illustrated in the schools, ¢ex neotericorum
scriptis,’ or by the writings of the moderns.” 'This and
other changes had opened the door for considerable
modifications in the course of academical study, and
had given a new turn to the thoughts of many of the
most rising and talented young men. It should be re-
membered that the last ten years has been the era of
the Tractarian mavement at Oxford, and the active
intellect of the university has been for the most part
absorbed in theological controversy. He who aspired
to honours was bound in prudence to consider that his
young judge, the arbiter of his academical fate, might
probably be an advocate of the views set forth in some
one or more of the Tracts for the Times. He might
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