http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsSNA/README.htm

CHAP. XIIL. | CAMBRIDGE. 239

of office in succession, after serving for two years. On
this fluctuating body of young men, responsible to no
one for their decisions, whether in passing students for
degrees, or in awarding honours, a body having the
power of modifying at their caprice the whole style
and tenour of the public examinations, the direction
of academical education in this great country has prac-
tically devolved !

At Cambridge, the collegiate influence has, since the
Reformation, caused the university to pass gradually
through nearly all the same phases as at Oxford.
Here, also, the transference of the business of instruc-
tion from the public and permanent to the collegiate
and temporary teacher, has coincided precisely, in point
of time, with greater strictness in the examinations,
and more studious habits and better discipline among
the undergraduates. It is natural that, owing to this
coincidence, a false notion should be engendered, that
the subdivision of labour amongst a well organized body
of professors is less effective than the method of college
tuition.

It might, perhaps, have been expected that such a
subdivision would have been carried farther at Cam-
bridge, in consequence of more than half the students
being members of two, out of seventeen, colleges ;
namely, T'rinity and St. John’s. These noble foun-
dations contain, each of them, from 400 to 500 under-
graduates, and might almost be regarded, from their
numerical strength, as universities of themselves. But
although the fellowships in both of them are awarded
to merit, the educational functions must be, compara-
tively speaking, of secondary importance to the fellow-
tutor ; for, being almost invariably a clergyman, his
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