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alone can never lead to the discovery of a truth or a
principle. In Germany, it is quite the contrary. Here,
in the eyes of scientific men, no value, or at least buta
trifling one, is placed on the practical results. The
enrichment of science is alone considered worthy of at-
tention. I do not mean to say that this is better; for
both nations the golden medium would certainly be a
real good fortune.”

What I have said of the method and course of in-
struction now pursued in our principal universities will,
I think, explain in no small degree the prevalence of
the utilitarian spirit, so correctly pointed out by this dis-
tinguished foreigner, and the want of a due apprecia-
tion of the higher and more difficult departments of
philosophical research. From what source is the public
at large, whether belonging to the upper or middle
classes, to imbibe a respect and veneration for those
who are engrossed in the pursuit of philosophical truth,
and who live excluded from active life, if they who
direct university education do not foster, nay, if they
positively discourage, the teaching of the progressive
sciences? How can the multitude learn, that, for one
mind willing or capable of patiently working out and
discovering a new truth or principle, there are hundreds
who can apply to practice these principles, when once
ascertained? Nothing can be more short-sighted,
therefore, even on purely utilitarian grounds, than the
usual policy of the herd of cui bono philosophers, who
award higher honours and emoluments to the applica-
tion than to the discovery of scientific principles.

It is truly fortunate that, in proportion as Oxford and
Cambridge have withdrawn their countenance more
and more from studies connected with physical science
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