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CHAPTER XV.

..4lieghany Mountains.- Union.-Harizontal CoalFormation.

Brownsville on the Monongahela.-Facilities ofworking Coal.

-Navigable Rivers.- Greatfuture Resources of the Country.
Pittsburg.-lllinoi$ Coal Field.-Fossil Indian Corn.-Indian
Mounds near Wheeling.-General Harrison on their high
Antiquity.-Dr. Morton on the aboriginal Indians.-Remar/cs

on the Civilisation of the Mexicans and other Tribes.-Mar-i'

etta.-Siliczfied Trees or Psarolites of Ohio.-Coal of Pome

roy.-Af'ew Settlements.-Cincinnati.

AFTER leaving the small mining village of Fi'ostburg,
which is about 1500 feet above the level of the sea,

we continued to ascend and descend a succession of

steep ridges till we came to the summit level, where

the climate was sensibly colder, and the oaks and

other trees still leafless. At Smithfield we crossed a

river flowing westward, or towards the Monongahela
and Gulf of Mexico, and soon afterwards passed the

grave of General Braddock, and followed the line of

his disastrous march towards Fort Duquesne, now

Pittsburg.
At length we reached Laurel Hill, so called from

its rhododendrons, the last of the great parallel ridges
of the Alleghariies. From this height we looked

down upon a splendid prospect, the low undulating

country to the west, appearing spread out far and

wide before us, and glowing with the rays of the

setting sun. At our feet lay the small town of

Union, its site being marked by a thin cloud of smoke,

which pleased us by recalling to our minds a familiar

feature in the English landscape, not seen in our tow
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