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54 SALT SPRINGS. Cuar. xvir

these, watered by the Big Bone Creek, occur the
boggy grounds and springs called Licks. The term
Lick is applied throughout North America to those
marshy swamps where saline springs. break out, and
which are frequented by deer, buffalo, and other wild
animals for the sake of the salt, whether dissolved in
the water, or thrown down by evaporation in the
summer season, so as to encrust the surface of the
marsh. Cattle and wild beasts devour this incrusta-
tion greedily, and burrow into the clay impregnated
with salt, in order to lick the mud. Bartram, the
botanist, tells us, that in his time (1790) he visited
Buffalo Lick in Georgia, forming part of a cane
swamp, in which the head branches of the Ogeechee
river take their rise. The lick consisted of ¢ white-
coloured tenacious fattish clay, which all kinds of
cattle lick into great hollows, pursuing the delicious
vein.” “I could discover nothing saline in its taste,
but an insipid sweetness. Horned cattle, horses, and
deer are immoderately fond of it, insomuch that their
excrement, which almost totally covers the earth to
some distance round this place, appears to be per-
fect clay, which, when dried by the sun and air, is
almost as hard as brick.” (Travels in N. and S.
Carolina, &c., p. 39.)

The celebrated bog of Kentucky is situated in
a nearly level plain, in a valley bounded by gentle
slopes, which lead up to the table-lands before men-
tioned. The general course of the meandering stream
which flows through the plain, is from east to west.
There are two springs on the southern or left bank,
rising from marshes, and two on the opposite bank,
the most western of which, called the Gum Lick, is



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


