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at the point where a small tributary joins the princi

pal stream. The quaking bogs on this side are now

more than fifteen acres in extent, but all the marshes

were formerly larger before the surrounding forest

was partially cleared away. The
"
removal of tall

trees has allowed the sun's rays to penetrate freely

to the soil, and dry up part of the morass.

Within the memory of persons now living, the

wild bisons or buffaloes crowded to these springs,

but they have retreated for many years, and are now

as unknown to the inhabitants as the mastodon

itself. Mr. Phinnel, the proprietor of the land,

called our attention to two buffalo paths or trails

still extant in the woods here, both leading directly

to the springs.. One of these in particular, which

first strikes off in a northerly direction from the

Gum Lick, is afterwards traced eastward through

the forest for several miles. It was three or four

yards wide, only partially overgrown with grass,

and, sixty years ago, was as bare, hard, and well

trodden as a high road.

The bog in the spots where the salt springs rise

is so soft, that a man may force a pole down into it

many yards perpendicularly. It may readily be

supposed, therefore, that horses, cows, and other

quadrupeds, are now occasionally lost here; and

that a much greater number of wild animals were

mired formerly. It is well known that, during great

droughts in the Pampas of South America, the

horses, cattle, and deer throng to the rivers in such

numbers that the foremost of the crowd are pushed

into the stream by the pressure of others behind,

and are sometimes carried away by thousands and
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