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perhaps not all of them in the immediate neigh.
bourhood.

It is impossible to view this plain, without at once

concluding that it has remained unchanged in all its

principal features from the period when the extinct

quadrupeds inhabited the banks of the Ohio and its

tributaries. But one phenomenon perplexed us

much, and for a time seemed quite unintelligible. On

parts of the boggy grounds, a superficial covering of

yellow loam was incumbent on the dark-coloured mud,

containing the fossil bones. This partial covering
of yellow sandy clay was at some points no less than

fifteen or twenty feet thick. Mr. Bullock passed

through it when he dug for fossil remains on the left

bank of the creek, and he came down to the boggy

grounds with bones below. We first resorted to the

hypothesis that the valley might have been dammed

up by a temporary barrier, and converted into a lake;

but we afterwards learnt, that although the Ohio is

seven miles distant by the windings of the creek,

there being a slight descent the whole way, yet that

great river has been known to rise so high as to flow

up the valley of Big Bone Creek, and, so late as 1824,

to enter the second story of a house built near the

springs. The level of the Licks above the Ohio is

about fifty feet, the distance in a straight line being

only three miles. At Cincinnati the river has been

known to rise sixty feet above its summer level, and

in the course of ages it may occasionally have risen

higher. It may be unnecessary, therefore, to refer

to the general subsidence before alluded to (probably
an event of a much older date), in order to account

for the patches of superficial silt last described.
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