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alluvial plains as to be cropped thirty or forty years
without manure, having abundance of fine timber, a

temperate climate, many large navigable rivers, a

ready communication through Lake Erie with the

north and east, and by the Ohio with the south and

west, and, lastly, abundance of coal in its eastern

counties.

I am informed that, in the beginniug of the present

year (1842), the foremost bands of emigrants have

reached the Platte River, a tributary of the Missouri.

This point is said to be only half way between the

Atlantic and the Rocky Mountains, and the country

beyond the present frontier is as fertile as that already

occupied. De Tocqueville calculated that along the

borders of the United States, from Lake Superior to

the Gulf of Mexico, extending a distance of more than

1200 miles as the bird flies, the whites advance every

year at a mean rate of seventeen miles; and he truly

observes that there is a grandeur and solemnity in

this gradual and continuous march of the European

race towards the Rocky Mountains. He compares

it to "a deluge of men rising unabatedly, and daily

driven onwards by the hand of God."*

When conversing with a New England friend on

the progress of American population, I was surprised
to learn, as a statistical fact, that there are more

whites now living in North America than all that

have died there since the days of Columbus. It

seems probable, moreover, that the same remark may
hold true for fifty years to come. The census has

been very carefully taken in the United States since

*
Democracy in America, vol. ii., ch. x., sect. 4.
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