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that if in their country men preferred to dine at

ordinaries, or to board with their families at taverns,

instead of cultivating domestic habits like the English,

nothing would be more easy than to have fine hotels

in small Canadian towns. This led me to inquire
how many families, out of more than fifty whom we

had happened to visit in our tour of eleven months in

the United States, resided in boarding-houses. I

found that there was not one; and that all of them

lived in houses of their own. Some of these were i

the northern and middle, others in the southern and

western States; some in affluent, others in very
moderate circumstances: they comprised many mer

chants as well as lawyers, ministers of religion, poli
tical, literary, and scientific men.

Families who are travelling in the U. S., and

strangers, like ourselves, frequent hotels much more

than in England, from the impossibility of hiring lodg

ings. In the inns, however, good private apartments

may be obtained in all large towns, which, though
dear for the United States, are cheap as contrasted

with hotels in London. It is doubtless true that not

only bachelors, but many young married couples,

occasionally escape from the troubles of house-keep

ing in the United States, where servants are difficult

to obtain, by retreating to boarding-houses; but the

fact of our never having met with one instance among
our own acquaintances inclines me to suspect the

custom to be far less general than many foreigners

suppose.

It was now the fourth time we had entered Boston,

and we were delighted again to see our friends,

some of whom kindly came from their country resi-
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